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At a Nov. 16 press briefing, State Department spokesperson Charles Redman said the Sandinistas'
initial 11-point cease-fire proposal has been characterized by the contras as a "proposal for
surrender." Redman said the talks "should be Nicaraguan negotiations between Nicaraguans to
solve a Nicaraguan problem." He added that they should take place in Managua, not in Washington.
Because a Nicaraguan conflict is involved, he said, "there's a certain logic to the fact that these talks
ought to take place in Managua, just as previous talks involving Central American countries have
taken place in those countries." But, he conceded that "there's just no way to make comparisons
from one set of negotiations to another; they all have their specific peculiarities, they all come with
a certain historical context." According to Redman, "We've also made clear that we must wait and
see if these are to be serious, good-faith negotiations, or only a charade to score political points. In
the meantime, we have to avoid sending confusing signals which indicate in any way a lessening
of our commitment to see a truly democratic Nicaragua." When asked how the seriousness of the
negotiations can be determined, Redman responded: "We have to give them some time to take
place. The fact that only one side has submitted proposals is temporary...Although one could argue
that it's not a cease-fire proposal but rather a surrender proposal, nonetheless it is that side which
has consistently refused the whole concept of negotiations over many months and years." On the
possibility of US participation in future regional talks that might follow the Nicaraguan cease-fire
discussions, Redman said, "The United States, as the president said, would be willing to participate
in [regional] talks" if they are preceded by serious negotiations between the two Nicaraguan groups.
Addressing US goals in the area, Redman said that the prime objective is "give the Guatemala
agreement every chance to succeed." He emphasized that the accord "does not say peace at any
price. It recognizes that first and foremost real peace depends on steps toward democracy in
Nicaragua."
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